When the base a is a non-zero real number and 7 is a natural number, a™ is a negative power defined
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¥ Explain why it is necessary for the base a to be non-zero in the expression a™.

2. The laws of exponents (section 1.6) remain valid when the exponents are negative.
Simplify the following calculations using the appropriate law of exponents.
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Simplify. Your answer should contain only positive exponents.
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